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1  — Residents  demand  health  answers  as  mine  spill  fouls  rivers,  Santa  Fe  New  Mexican,  8/10/2015 

http://bit.lv/lgwrp9a 

Farmers,  towns  and  tribes  slammed  water-intake  gates  shut  as  a sludge-laden  plume  from  a Colorado  mine  spill  rolled 
down  principal  rivers  in  the  desert  Southwest  on  Monday,  prompting  local  officials  and  families  to  demand  answers 
about  possible  long-term  threats  from  heavy  metals  borne  along  by  the  spill. 


2 — Frustrations  grow  at  EPA  town  hall  on  Animas  River  spill,  KOAT  Albuquerque,  8/10/2015 

http://www.koat.com/news/nm-gov-to-declare-state-of-emergencv-over-animas-river-spill/34639546 

Nearly  3 million  gallons  of  contaminated  wastewater  from  Colorado's  Gold  King  mine  has  made  its  way  into  the 
Animas  River  since  an  EPA  mistake  last  week.  The  wastewater  began  spilling  last  Wednesday  when  an  EPA-supervised 
cleanup  crew  accidentally  breached  a debris  dam  that  was  flowing  at  550  gallons  per  minute. 

3 - Congressional  delegation  criticizes  EPA  response  on  Animas  spill,  Albuquerque  Journal,  8/10/2015 

http://www.abqiournal.com/626232/politics/congressional-delegation-criticizes-epa-response-on-animas-spill.html 

Several  members  of  New  Mexico's  congressional  delegation  wrote  Environmental  Protection  Agency  Administrator 
Gina  McCarthy  Monday  criticizing  the  agency's  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  spill  that  has  dumped  three  million 
gallons  of  wastewater  into  the  Animas  River. 

4 — Thousands  of  mines  with  toxic  water  lie  under  West,  Albuquerque  Journal,  8/10/2015 

http://www.abqiournal.com/626475/news/nm-news/thousands-of-mines-with-toxic-water-lie-under-west.html 

Beneath  the  western  United  States  lie  thousands  of  old  mining  tunnels  filled  with  the  same  toxic  stew  that  spilled  into 
a Colorado  river  last  week,  turning  it  into  a nauseating  yellow  concoction  and  stoking  alarm  about  contamination  of 
drinking  water. 

5 — Uncertain  future  for  Houston  toxic  river  dump,  Houston  Chronicle,  8/10/2015 

http://www.houstonchronicle.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Uncertain-future-for-Houston-toxic-river- 

dump-6436372.php 

Removing  industrial  waste  from  a 14-acre  Superfund  site  on  the  San  Jacinto  River  could  be  just  as  dangerous  as 
leaving  it  in  place,  the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  suggested  in  a report  published  Monday. 

6 — Judge  halts  new  regulations  on  Osage  County  oil  production,  Tulsa  World,  8/11/2015 

http://www.tulsaworld.com/news/courts/iudge-halts-new-regulations-on-osage-county-oil- 
production/article  a70b0c56-al6d-5f46-b32d-c4b5c0a412fe.html 

A judge  issued  an  injunction  Monday  preventing  a series  of  new  federal  regulations  governing  oil  production  in  Osage 
County  from  taking  effect.  U.S.  Chief  District  Judge  Gregory  Frizzell  granted  the  preliminary  injunction  following  a 
hearing  Monday  in  Tulsa  federal  court. 


7 -St.  Bernard  water  official  tells  water  committee  'perfect  storm'  caused  temporary  chlorine  drop.  New  Orleans 
Times-Picayune,  8/10/2015 

http://www.nola.com/health/index.ssf/2015/08/st  bernard  brain-eating  amoeba  2.html#incart  river 

During  a St.  Bernard  Parish  Council  water  committee  meeting  Monday  (Aug.  10),  the  parish's  superintendent  of  water 
quality  control  told  councilmen  that  parish  public  works  personnel  were  uncertain  how  the  brain-eating  amoeba 
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survived  in  the  parish's  water  supply  this  summer  because  high  chlorine  levels,  which  are  supposed  to  prevent  the 
amoeba,  largely  had  been  maintained. 

8 — Beekeeper  says  he’s  glad  Oklahoma  agency  will  get  busy  to  save  bees,  The  Oklahoman,  8/10/2015 

http://newsok.com/beekeeper-says-hes-glad-oklahoma-agencv-will-get-busy-to-save-bees/article/5439066 

According  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  managed  bee  colonies  have  been  on  the  decline  for  decades, 
decreasing  from  5 million  in  the  1940s  to  2.5  million  today. 

9 — Louisiana  Offshore  Oil  Port  storage  center,  one  of  the  nation's  largest,  getting  even  bigger,  Baton  Rouge 
Advocate,  8/11/2015 

http://theadvocate.com/news/13143332-123/louisiana-offshore-oil-port-storage 

The  Louisiana  Offshore  Oil  Port  is  adding  three  new  above-ground  oil  tanks  and  1.1  million  barrels  of  storage  capacity 
to  its  Clovelly  Hub,  one  of  the  nation's  largest  oil  trading  and  distribution  centers. 

10  — Attorney  says  negotiations  with  DEQ  over  landfill  violations  ongoing,  but  parish  council  member  still 
demands  answers  from  administration,  Baton  Rouge  Advocate,  8/11/2015 

http://theadvocate.com/news/13145027-123/attornev-says-negotiations-with-deq 

An  attorney  retained  by  the  Tangipahoa  Parish  Council  to  seek  resolution  of  charges  by  state  environmental  officials 
of  misuse  and  storage  of  shredded  tires  at  the  parish-operated  landfill  told  the  council  Monday  he  anticipates  the 
matter  can  be  settled  within  the  next  several  months. 

11  — Block  water  rule,  states  urge  judge,  Arkansas  Democrat-Gazette,  8/11/2015 

http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2015/aug/ll/block-water-rule-states-urge-iudge-2015/2latest 

Thirteen  states  led  by  North  Dakota  asked  a federal  judge  Monday  to  delay  a new  rule  that  gives  federal  authorities 
jurisdiction  over  some  state  waters.  North  Dakota  Attorney  General  Wayne  Stenehjem  filed  a motion  late  Monday  in 
Bismarck  seeking  a preliminary  injunction  to  prevent  the  rule  from  taking  effect  Aug.  28. 

12  — EPA  moves  to  fix  air  pollution  rule  after  Supreme  Court  loss,  The  Hill,  8/8/2015 

http://thehill.com/policv/energy-environment/250779-epa-moves-to-fix-air-pollution-rule-after-supreme-court-loss 

The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  is  planning  to  fix  by  this  spring  the  problem  that  caused  the  Supreme 
Court  to  rule  against  its  major  air  pollution  regulation  in  July. 

13  — Three  Arkansas  solar  projects  in  the  works,  THV  11  Little  Rock,  8/11/2015 

http://www.thvll.com/storv/monev/business/arkansas/2015/08/10/three-arkansas-solar-proiects-in-the-works/31446449/ 

As  the  EPA  seeks  tougher  emissions  reduction  standards  across  the  country,  utilities  in  the  Natural  State  are  turning 
to  solar  energy-generation  projects. 

14  — UAto  hold  L’Anguille  River  Watershed  forum,  Arkansas  Democrat-Gazette,  8/11/2015 

http://www.arkansasonline.com/news/2015/aug/ll/ua-hold-languille-river-watershed-forum/7latest 

The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  announced  on  Aug.  3 its  final  regulations  on  greenhouse  gas  emissions  from 
power  plants  in  each  state.  Called  the  Clean  Power  Plan,  EPA,  once  again,  has  issued  far-reaching  regulations  that  are 
impossible  to  achieve  in  the  real  world. 
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Residents  demand  health  answers  as  mine  spill  fouls  rivers  - The  Santa  Fe  New  Mexican;  Local  News 


Residents  demand  health  answers  as  mine  spill  fouls 
rivers 

By  Susan  Montoya  Bryan  and  Ellen  Knickmeyer 
The  Associated  Press  | Posted:  Monday,  August  10,  2015  10:00  pm 

ALBUQUERQUE  — Farmers,  towns  and  tribes 
slammed  water-intake  gates  shut  as  a sludge-laden 
plume  from  a Colorado  mine  spill  rolled  down 
principal  rivers  in  the  desert  Southwest  on  Monday, 
prompting  local  officials  and  families  to  demand 
answers  about  possible  long-term  threats  from  heavy 
metals  borne  along  by  the  spill. 

Colorado  and  New  Mexico  declared  stretches  of  the 
Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers  to  be  disaster  areas  as  the 
orange-colored  waste  stream  estimated  to  be  100 
miles  long  churned  downstream  toward  Lake  Powell  in 
Utah  after  the  spill  Wednesday  at  the  abandoned  Gold 
King  mine. 

The  Navajo  Nation,  which  covers  parts  of  New 
Mexico,  Utah  and  Arizona,  also  declared  an  emergency 
as  it  shut  down  water  intake  systems  and  stopped 
diverting  water  from  the  San  Juan  River. 

Members  of  the  tribal  council  were  frustrated  during  a special  meeting  Monday  and  echoed  the 
sentiment  of  New  Mexico  officials  that  the  federal  government  needs  to  be  held  accountable. 

NewMexico  Gov.  Susana  Martinez,  who  toured  the  region  over  the  weekend,  said  she  was 
heartbroken  and  called  the  spill  a catastrophe. 

“It’s  absolutely  devastating,”  she  said. 

The  3 million  gallons  of  mine  waste  included  high  concentrations  of  arsenic,  lead  and  other  heavy 
metals.  Workers  with  the  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  accidentally  unleashed  the  spill  as 
federal  and  contract  workers  inspected  the  abandoned  mine  site  near  Silverton,  Colorado. 

The  EPAhas  said  the  contaminants  were  rolling  too  fast  to  be  an  immediate  health  threat.  Experts  and 
federal  environmental  officials  say  they  expect  the  river  system  to  dilute  the  heavy  metals  before  they 
pose  a longer-term  threat. 

http://vwiAMsafiitafer}evvrne3dcm(^^  . . . 1/S 


Residents  demand  health 
answers  as  mine  spill  fouls  rivers 


Citizens  fill  out  paper  work  and  drop  off 
water  from  their  ditches,  wells,  and  ponds 
during  water  testing  at  San  Juan  County’s 
Lee  Acres  Sheriffs  substation  in 
Farmington  on  Monday.  Alexa  Rogals/The 
Daily  Times  via  AP 
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Residents  demand  health  answers  as  mine  spill  fouls  rivers  - The  Santa  Fe  New  Mexican;  Local  News 


The  EPA  said  stretches  of  the  rivers  would  be  closed  for  drinking  water,  recreation  and  other  uses  at 
least  through  Aug.  1 7. 

Dissolved  iron  in  the  waste  turned  the  long  plume  an  alarming  orange-yellow — a look  familiar  to 
old-time  miners  who  call  it  “yellow boy”  — so  “the  water  appears  worse  aesthetically  than  it  actually 
is,  in  terms  of  health,”  said  Ron  Cohen,  a civil  and  environmental  engineering  professor  at  the 
Colorado  School  of  Mines. 

Tests  show  some  of  the  metals  have  settled  to  the  bottom  and  would  dissolve  only  if  conditions 
became  acidic,  which  isn’t  likely,  Cohen  said. 

The  best  course  for  the  EPA  would  be  to  leave  the  metals  where  they  settle,  he  said,  noting  that  next 
spring’s  mountain  snowmelt  would  help  dilute  the  contaminants  further  and  flush  them  downstream. 

No  die-off  of  wildlife  along  the  river  has  yet  been  detected.  Federal  officials  say  all  but  one  of  a test 
batch  of  fingerling  trout  deliberately  exposed  to  the  water  survived  over  the  weekend. 

As  a precaution,  state  and  federal  officials  along  the  river  system  have  ordered  public  water  systems 
to  turn  off  intake  valves  as  the  plume  passes.  Boaters  and  fishing  groups  have  been  told  to  avoid 
affected  stretches  of  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers,  which  are  crowded  with  rafters  and  anglers  in  a 
normal  summer. 

Congress  members,  state  officials  and  residents  contend  the  EPA  is  not  providing  quick  answers 
about  long-term  impacts  from  the  spill. 

‘There  are  more  people  who  want  to  know,  ‘OK,  what’s  going  to  happen  now?  Are  you  going  to  fix 
this?’  ” said  Michele  Truby-Tillen,  a spokeswoman  for  the  San  Juan  County  Office  of  Emergency 
Management  in  New  Mexico.  ‘“How  are  we  going  to  protect  our  families?  How  long  am  I not  going  to 
be  able  to  shower  at  my  house?” 

Navajo  Council  members  and  New  Mexico  Environment  Secretary  Ryan  Flynn  said  the  EPA  needs  to 
compensate  those  who  have  been  affected. 

The  state  also  has  demanded  that  the  federal  government  develop  a plan  for  helping  farmers  who  have 
been  left  without  irrigation  water. 

In  Cedar  Hill,  N.M.,  a family  farm  that  serves  as  many  as  3,000  customers  in  the  Four  Corners  region 
has  been  forced  to  stop  irrigating  dozens  of  acres  of  crops. 

D’rese  Sutherland  of  Sutherland  Farmers  said  she  received  advanced  warning  from  farmer  friends  in 
Colorado  last  week  about  the  approaching  plume. 

“By  the  weekend,  without  any  rain,  we’ll  be  in  trouble,”  she  said.  ‘There’s  nothing  we  can  do  but  wait 
and  see  what  happens.” 


http/Aw^.sanrtaferiewmexi  can.  corrv'ne^/lcx;al_nev«/residents-derrBnd- heal  th-amv^s-as-rrine-spiliaouts-ri\e's/artide_1853a9ef-87b5-5f88-939d-325c0fb6231...  213 
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Residents  demand  health  answers  as  mine  spill  fouls  rivers  - The  Santa  Fe  New  Mexican;  Local  News 


Members  of  NewMexico’s  congressional  delegation  sent  a letter  to  EP A Administrator  Gina 
McCarthy,  expressing  concern  over  the  failure  of  the  agency  to  notify  New  Mexico  sooner  about  the 
problem. 

They  also  asked  that  the  federal  agency  develop  a plan  for  dealing  with  the  lack  of  water  for 
communities  in  San  Juan  County  and  the  Navajo  Nation. 

The  EPA  released  a statement  saying  it  was  sharing  information  as  quickly  as  possible  with  the  public 
as  its  experts  evaluate  any  effects  of  the  spill.  It  also  provided  information  about  its  claims  process. 

Recreational  businesses  along  the  rivers  said  they  were  losing  thousands  of  dollars. 

“W  e had  lots  of  trips  booked.  Right  now  we’re  just  canceling  by  the  day,”  said  DrewBeezley,  co- 
owner of  4 Corners  Whitewater  in  Durango,  Colo. 

He  said  his  company  has  had  to  cancel  20  rafting  trips  so  far,  and  his  dozen  employees  are  out  of  work 
until  the  river  is  deemed  safe  to  enter  again. 

“We  don’t  really  know  what  the  future  holds  yet,”  said  Beezley,  who  estimates  that  he’s  lost  about 
$10,000  worth  of  business  since  the  spill  last  week.  tcWe  don’t  know  if  the  rest  of  this  season  is  just 
scrapped.” 

The  EPA  has  considered  adding  a section  of  the  Animas  River  in  Colorado  as  a Superfund  cleanup  site 
at  least  since  the  1 990s  because  heavy  metals  from  Gold  King  and  other  defunct  mines  were  killing 
fish  and  other  species. 

The  designation  would  have  brought  federal  clean-up  funds,  but  some  in  Colorado  opposed  the  move 
in  part  because  of  the  stigma  attached.  The  EPA  agreed  to  allow  local  officials  to  lead  clean-up  efforts 
instead. 


http/Aw^.sanrtaferiewmexi  can.  corrv'ne^/lcx;al_nev«/residents-derrBnd- heal  th-amv^s-as-rrine-spill-fouls-ri\e's/artide_1853a9ef-87b5-5f88-939d-325c0fb6231...  3/3 
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Advertising FARMINGTON,  N.M.  — Nearly  3 million  gallons 

of  contaminated  wastewater  from  Colorado's 
Gold  King  mine  has  made  its  way  into  the  Animas 
River  since  an  EPA  mistake  last  week. 

The  wastewater  began  spilling  last  Wednesday 
when  an  EPA-supervised  cleanup  crew 
accidentally  breached  a debris  dam  that  was 
flowing  at  550  gallons  per  minute. 


The  spill  turned  the  river  into  an  orange,  mucky 
mess  for  several  days  as  the  plume  made  its  way 
downstream. 

Five  days  after  the  spill,  southern  Colorado  and  northwestern  New  Mexico  residents  continue  to 
avoid  the  river. 

Frustrations  grow  at  EPA  town  hall 
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Frustrations  grow  at  EPA  town  halt  on  Animas  River  spill  j Mew  Me^co- News  - KOAT  Home 


Those  affected  most  by  the  millions  of 
gallons  of  waste  accidentally  dumped  into 
the  Animas  River  by  an  Environmental 
Protection  Agency  crew,  sounded  off  at  a 
town  hall  meeting  in  Farmington  Monday 
night. 

The  plume  hit  San  Juan  County,  has  now 
dumped  into  the  San  Juan  River  and  is 
moving  into  Utah  toward  Lake  Powell,  a 
popular  tourist  destination. 


SHOW  TRANSCRIPT 


Aztec  and  Farmington  shut  off  their  intake  valves  to  the  river  because  of  the  spill  and  both  have 
now  tapped  into  their  water  reserves.  At  the  town  hall  meeting,  San  Juan  County  officials  asked 
people  to  be  mindful  about  conserving  water. 

Test  samples  from  the  waste  at  the  mine  showed  high  levels  of  hazardous  metals  like  lead  and 
arsenic. 

State  officials  and  EPA  engineers  are  waiting  on  test  samples  from  river  water  in  New  Mexico  to 
see  if  those  levels  stayed  high  after  the  plume  thinned  out.  When  they're  released,  officials  will 
have  a better  idea  of  Wien  things  might  be  back  to  normal. 

Until  then,  farmers  can’t  use  the  river  for  crops  or  livestock  and  people  living  off  of  private  wells 
have  no  water. 
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While  water  is  being  made  available  to  those  people,  many  of  them  told  us  on  Monday  that  the  spill 
is  devastating  their  livelihood. 

“The  EPA  is  out  of  control,”  farmer  Bill  Scott  said.  “I  grow  alfalfa  and  sell  beef  and  this  is  just 
devastating  to  farmers,  and  we’re  getting  little  information  about  the  river  right  now.” 

Mack  McVickers  lives  on  a private  well  and  told  us  he  has  to  drive  from  Aztec  to  Farmington  to  take 
a shower  every  day  at  a friend's  house. 

“I’m  concerned  about  my  health  in  the  long  term,  but  I can't  bathe,  can’t  get  any  water  for  my  dog, 
it’s  inconvenient,”  McVicker  said. 

McVicker  and  many  others  who  attended  the  meeting  wanted  to  know  when  the  inconvenience  will 
end. 

That  question  couldn't  be  answered  by  EPA  officials. 

Water  testing  at  wells  in  northwest  New  Mexico 


More  than  1,000  wells  in  San  Juan  County 
could  be  impacted  by  the  spill. 

People  came  out  in  droves  to  find  out  if  their 
water  was  safe  to  drink.  So  far,  more  than 
200  people  have  brought  water  in  to  be 
tested. 


SHOW  TRANSCRIPT 

least  a week  for  those  results  to  come  back. 


Some  of  the  water  samples  will  be  taken  off 
to  a lab  for  further  testing,  and  it  may  take  at 


“I  mean  this  is  our  life  blood,11  Aztec  resident  Bill  Peterson  said.  “You  can  bet  it’s  a serious 
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Frustrations  grow  at  EPAtown  half  on  Animas  Rl  mbt  spill  | Maw  Male©  Mmm  - KOAT  Worm 


situation.” 

The  county  has  declared  a state  of  emergency.  In  the  meantime,  people  living  within  one-and-a- 
half  miles  of  the  river  are  being  asked  to  get  their  water  tested  and  take  precautions. 

“Avoid  showering,  drinking,  any  type  of  bodily  contact  with  that  water.  Don't  let  the  livestock  drink 
it,”  said  Jack  King,  with  the  New  Mexico  Environment  Department. 

The  county  is  asking  people  to  cut  back  on  their  water  consumption  until  it  gets  the  all  clear  from 
the  EPA. 

State  officials  and  the  EPA  tested  both  the  Animas  and  San  Juan  rivers  before  the  plume  reached 
the  area,  so  they  can  see  exactly  how  the  contaminated  water  affected  them. 

Resources  and  information  for  residents 

Two  potable  water  stations  have  been  established  in  Farmington.  They  are  located  at  these 
locations: 

-Farmington  Fire  Station  No.  6,  3101  W.  Main  St. 

-Sycamore  Park  Community  Center,  1051  Sycamore  St. 

The  hours  for  the  stations  will  be  from  8 a.m.  to  8 p.m.,  beginning  Sunday  until  further  notice. 

Residents  should  bring  their  own  water  containers  to  fill.  Large  tanks  are  not  permitted. 

City  officials  reminded  residents  that  city  water  remains  safe  to  drink. 

The  state  has  also  created  a website  with  the  latest  information  on  the  spill  and  water  well 
monitoring  information.  CLICK  HERE  to  visit  that  site. 

State  of  emergency  declared 


New  Mexico  Gov.  Susana  Martinez  declared 
a state  of  emergency  due  to  the 
contamination. 

The  declaration  will  make  the  state  and  its 
residents  eligible  for  federal  funds  to  help 
deal  with  the  fallout. 


SHOW  TRANSCRIPT 


"I  had  the  chance  to  see  the  spill  with  my  own 
eyes,  it  is  absolutely  devastating,  and  I am 
heartbroken  by  this  environmental  catastrophe,"  Martinez  said.  "As  I’ve  said  before,  I am  very 
concerned  by  EPA's  lack  of  communication  and  inability  to  provide  accurate  information.  One  day, 
the  spiil  is  1 million  gallons.  The  next,  it’s  3 million.  New  Mexicans  deserve  answrs  we  can  rely  on." 


Martinez  was  also  critical  of  how  long  it  took  the  EPA  to  notify  citizens.  She  said  24  hours  was  too 
long,  and  it’s  going  to  be  costly  to  clean  up  and  for  those  who  rely  on  that  river  to  make  a living. 


“This  would  have  allowed  farmers  to  get  ahead  of  what  was  happening  more  quickly,  wafer  their 
fields,  water  their  cattle,  get  clean  water,  whatever  they  needed  from  the  Animas  River  before  it 
was  too  late,  but  it  didn't  happen,"  Martinez  said. 

Latest  from  the  EPA 


EPA  staffers  told  Action  7 News  the  river  will  be  closed  for  at  least  another  week. 
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Frustrations  grow  at  ERA  town  half  on  Animas  River  spit  | NewMadco  News  - KOAT  Home 
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impacted,  but  said  five  water  supply  systems 
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: staffers  also  sstfM 
independent  investigation  into  the  spill  ' 


A to t of  folks  are  worried  about  livestock  and 
crops  in  the  beat  of  the  summer 
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Potential  for  other  issues  with  mines 


The  Gold  King  Mine  is  just  one  of  thousands 
filled  with  the  same  contaminated  water. 


Experts  estimate  that  there  are  55,000 
abandoned  mines  across  the  west,  and 
federal  and  state  authorities  have  struggled 
for  decades  to  clean  them  up 


What  happened  m this  instance  is  part  of  the 
reason  for  the  struggle.  Accidents  can  cause 
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lots  of  damage  and  be  very  expensive, 
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Congressional  delegation  criticizes  EPA  response  on  Animas  spill 

Michael  Coleman  / Journal  Washington  Bureau 


Several  members  of  New  Mexico’s  congressional  delegation  wrote  Environmental  Protection  Agency  Administrator 
Gina  McCarthy  Monday  criticizing  the  agency’s  response  to  the  Gold  King  Mine  spill  that  has  dumped  three  million 
gallons  of  wastewater  into  the  Animas  River. 

Democratic  Sens.  Tom  Udall  and  Martin  Heinrich,  along  with  Rep.  Ben  Ray  Lujan,  viio  represents  northern  New 
Mexico,  said  the  EPA  needs  to  improve  communication  with  state  and  local  officials,  and  the  public  about  the  nature 
of  the  spill. 

“In  the  immediate  wake  of  the  spill  and  in  the  days  that  followed,  there  was  a troubling  lack  of  communication  from 
EPA  to  federal,  state,  and  local  officials,”  the  Democratic  lawmakers  wrote.  ” Our  offices,  as  well  as  leaders  in  the 
state  and  our  constituents,  had  to  learn  of  the  spill  and  critical  details  from  news  reports  before  receiving  any 
information  from  EPA.  Many  of  our  constituents  continue  to  feel  that  EPA  is  not  providing  timely  information,  and  we 
encourage  you  to  better  communicate  with  impacted  communities.” 

The  EPA  now  says  3 million  gallons  of  wastewater  spilled  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  instead  of  1 million,  according  to 
the  Associated  Press.  The  revision  came  after  the  EPA  used  a stream  gauge  from  the  U.S.  Geological  Survey.  An 
EPA-supervised  crew,  who  was  trying  to  enter  the  mine  to  pump  out  and  treat  the  water,  caused  the  spill.  The  agency 
has  not  said  how  long  cleanup  efforts  will  take. 

But  an  EPA  official  said  Sunday  that  she  doesn’t  believe  wildlife  will  suffer  significant  health  impacts  from  the 
wastewater  from  an  abandoned  mine  in  southwestern  Colorado. 

The  members  of  Congress  also  urged  the  EPA  to  appoint  one  person  to  oversee  the  public  response  to  the  spill  in 
an  area  that  spans  three  regions. 

“One  person  overseeing  EPA’s  efforts  will  help  ensure  proper  communication  and  collaboration  betwsen  the  regions 
and  between  EPA  and  the  public,”  the  lawmakers’  letter  said. 

Moreover,  they  said  there  doesn’t  appear  to  be  a single,  comprehensive  plan  to  address  the  crisis. 

“Since  learning  of  the  spill,  our  offices  have  been  in  constant  communications  with  EPA,  however,  we  have  yet  to  be 
presented  with  a comprehensive  plan  from  the  agency  to  provide  water  to  those  whose  wells  have  been  affected, 
farmers  whose  crops  are  not  being  irrigated,  ranchers  whose  livestock  are  without  water,  and  people  for  drinking, 
cooking,  and  showering,”  the  letter  said.  “Already,  a lack  of  water  is  taking  a toll  on  these  individuals  and  their 
livelihoods.” 

The  full  text  of  the  letter  is  below: 


Dear  Administrator  McCarthy: 

It  is  with  great  concern  that  ws  write  to  you  in  the  recent  aftermath  of  the  release  of  three  million  gallons  of 
wastewater  from  the  Gold  King  Mine  in  southern  Colorado.  The  spill  has  contaminated  the  Animas  River,  v\tiich  flows 
into  northern  New  Mexico  and  the  Navajo  Nation.  We  knowthat  the  EPA  is  working  to  address  the  impact  of  the  spill; 
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however  we  have  many  concerns  and  unanswered  questions  about  this  critical  effort  following  a recent  community 
meeting  in  Farmington,  New  Mexico. 

In  an  effort  to  improve  communication  and  coordination,  we  believe  that  EPA should  establish  a single  point  person  to 
oversee  the  agency’s  efforts.  With  the  spill  impacting  three  EPA  regions,  it  is  critical  that  all  regions  are  working 
collaboratively.  We  are  concerned  that  data  that  has  been  released  by  Region  8 was  slow  to  be  shared  wth  the 
State  of  New  Mexico.  One  person  overseeing  EPA’s  efforts  will  help  ensure  proper  communication  and  collaboration 
between  the  regions  and  between  EPA  and  the  public. 

Another  step  we  believe  should  be  taken  immediately  is  the  establishment  of  a toll  free  number  for  New  Mexico 
residents  to  call  for  information  about  the  spill  and  steps  they  can  take  to  protect  their  health  and  safety.  While  a 
phone  number  has  been  set  up  in  Colorado,  a number  for  New  Mexico  has  not  been  established.  Please  act  swftly 
to  address  this. 

We  request  a detailed  plan  from  EPA  to  address  this  lack  of  water  in  San  Juan  County  and  the  Navajo  Nation.  In 
addition,  EPA  must  provide  impacted  States  with  all  of  the  resources  that  it  has  at  its  disposal.  The  agency  should 
begin  by  fulfilling  the  current  requests  submitted  by  all  of  the  State  partners,  including  a mobile  lab  for  water  quality 
tests. 

As  our  communities  deal  with  the  impacts  of  the  Gold  King  Mine  spill,  it  is  important  to  know  if  EPA  is  conducting  any 
similar  work  on  other  mines  in  region,  and  if  so,  are  those  efforts  continuing  or  have  they  been  halted?  We  would 
like  to  know  if  EPA  had  a mitigation  plan  in  place  prior  to  the  spill  in  an  effort  to  prepare  for  any  adverse  outcomes 
during  work  on  the  Gold  King  Mine.  If  work  is  occurring  on  other  mines,  are  there  mitigation  plans  in  place  for 
those?  In  addition,  it  is  important  that  we  do  not  exacerbate  this  situation  right  nowand  we  would  like  assurances 
that  EPA  has  or  is  developing  contingency  plans  for  any  additional  mine  failures,  heavy  rain  events  or  any  other 
scenario  that  could  worsen  the  situation. 

While  the  immediate  efforts  are  focused  on  ensuring  the  health  and  safety  of  all  those  affected  by  this  serious  spill,  in 
the  coming  days  and  weeks  there  must  be  a serious  discussion  about  the  financial  impact  felt  by  the  State  of  New 
Mexico,  the  Navajo  Nation,  local  governments,  and  individuals.  We  believe  there  is  a responsibility  to  make  whole  all 
those  who  have  been  harmed  economically  in  a timely  fashion. 

Due  to  the  serious  nature  of  the  situation  in  northern  New  Mexico,  we  look  forward  to  a swft  response  to  these 
concerns,  and  again  encourage  EPA  to  better  communicate  with  the  impacted  communities. 


Sincerely, 


Tom  Udall  Martin  Heinrich 

United  States  Senator  United  States  Senator 


Ben  Ray  Luj£n 
Member  of  Congress 
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CC: 

Regional  Administrator  Ron  Curry,  Region  6 
Regional  Administrator  Shawn  McGrath,  Region  8 
Regional  Administrator  Jared  Blumenfeld,  Region  9 
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Thousands  of  mines  with  toxic  water  lie  under  West 

Nicholas  Riccardi  /The  Associated  Press 


DENVER  - Beneath  the  western  United  States  lie  thousands  of  old  mining  tunnels  filled  with  the  same  toxic  stew  that 
spilled  into  a Colorado  river  last  week,  turning  it  into  a nauseating  yellow  concoction  and  stoking  alarm  about 
contamination  of  drinking  water. 

Though  the  spill  into  the  Animas  River  in  southern  Colorado  is  unusual  for  its  size,  it’s  only  the  latest  instance  of  the 
region  grappling  with  the  legacy  of  a centuries-old  mining  boom  that  helped  populate  the  region  but  also  left  buried 
toxins. 

Until  the  late  1970s  there  wsre  no  regulations  on  mining  in  most  of  the  region,  meaning  anyone  could  dig  a hole 
where  they  liked  and  search  for  gold,  silver,  copper  or  zinc.  Abandoned  mines  fill  up  with  groundwater  and  snowmelt 
that  becomes  tainted  with  acids  and  heavy  metals  from  mining  veins  which  can  trickle  into  the  region’s  waterways. 
Experts  estimate  there  are  55,000  such  abandoned  mines  from  Colorado  to  Idaho  to  California,  and  federal  and 
state  authorities  have  struggled  to  clean  them  for  decades.  The  federal  government  says  40  percent  of  the 
headwaters  of  Western  waterways  have  been  contaminated  from  mine  runoff. 

Last  wsek,  the  Environmental  Protection  Agency  was  trying  to  staunch  leakage  from  a gold  mine  - not  worked  since 
1 923  - high  in  the  San  Juan  mountains  of  southern  Colorado.  But  workers  moving  debris  from  the  mine  tunnel 
accidentally  opened  up  the  passage,  leading  to  a million  gallons  of  sludge  spilling  into  a creek  that  carried  it  into  the 
Animas  River.  From  there  the  discharge  headed  toward  the  Colorado  River,  which  provides  water  to  tens  of  millions 
of  Westerners. 
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“The  whole  acid  draining  issue  is  something  we  struggle  with  in  the  western  United  States,”  said  Bruce  Stover,  the 
Colorado  Department  of  Mining  official  in  charge  of  dealing  with  abandoned  mines  in  that  state. 

One  of  the  complicating  factors  is  money  and  legal  liability.  Cleaning  up  the  mines  is  very  costly,  and  the  Clean  Water 
Act  says  that  anyone  who  contributes  to  pollution  of  a waterway  can  be  prosecuted  for  a federal  crime,  even  if  they 
were  trying  to  clean  up  pollution.  That’s  kept  environmental  groups  from  helping  the  ERA  treat  water  and  tidy  up 
mines.  Groups  for  several  years  have  been  pushing  for  a federal  lawthat  would  let  so-called  “Good  Samaritan” 
groups  help  with  cleanup  without  being  exposed  to  legal  liability. 

“There’s  still  a whole  generation  of  abandoned  mines  that  needs  to  be  dealt  with,”  said  Steve  Kandell  of  Trout 
Unlimited,  one  of  the  organizations  backing  the  bill. 

But  the  Wednesday  spill  from  the  Gold  King  mine  shows  the  amount  of  damage  that  the  slightest  cleanup  accident 
can  inflict.  The  mine  is  one  of  four  outside  the  old  mining  town  of  Silverton  that  have  leaked  heavy  metals  into 
Cement  Creek,  which  flows  into  the  Animas.  Cement  Creek  is  so  poisoned  that  no  fish  live  there  and  the  EPAhas 
long  registered  abnormal  levels  of  acidity  and  heavy  metals  in  the  upper  Animas  that  have  also  injured  aquatic  life. 

Downstream,  though,  the  Animas  flows  through  the  scenic  town  of  Durango  and  is  a magnet  for  summer  vacationers, 
fishermen  and  rafters.  The  river  turned  yellowThursday,  emitting  a sickening  stench  and  sending  water  agencies 
scrambling  to  shut  off  the  taps  from  the  waterway. 

The  EPA  apologized  profusely  to  residents  for  both  the  accident  and  failing  to  warn  anyone  for  the  first  24  hours. 
During  a town  hall  meeting  in  Durango  on  Friday,  a restaurant  owner  asked  the  EPA  if  it  would  compensate 
businesses  for  lost  revenue,  while  officials  warned  that  the  river  may  turn  yellow  again  in  the  spring,  when  snowmelt 
kicks  up  the  settled  contaminated  sediment. 

The  history  of  the  Gold  King  and  its  neighboring  mines  is  also  an  example  of  the  difficulty  in  cleaning  up  old  waste. 
The  EPA  had  initially  tried  to  plug  a leak  in  another  mine  that  drained  into  Cement  Creek,  the  American  Tunnel,  but 
that  simply  pushed  more  contaminated  water  out  of  the  neighboring  mines  such  as  Gold  King. 

“In  this  day  and  age,  everyone  wants  the  quick  fix,  but  these  things  take  time,”  said  Jason  Willis,  an  environmental 
engineer  who  works  with  Trout  Unlimited  in  Colorado.  “These  are  site-specific  tasks.” 

“It’s  very  unfortunate,”  Stover  said.  “We’ve  been  fighting  this  war  for  years.” 
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over  the  pollution  for  years,  and  the  state 

is  considering.whether  there,  is  a link 
John  Fuller,  43r  ignores  posted  danger  signs  not  to  consume 

between  elevated  cancer  rates  in  the  area 
and  the  waste  that  fouled  the  river  for 
decades.  The  companies  have  suggested 
the  much-cheaper  alternative  - leaving  the 
sludge  buried  in  pits  capped  by 
membranes  and  rocks  - is  enough  to 
protect  the  public.  But  the  county  and 
some  cancer-plagued  residents  say  the 
gunk  has  got  to  go. 


Both  sides  are  likely  to  find  fodder  in  the  exhaustive  and  highly  technical  21 1-page  Army 
Corps  report,  which  considersdangersfrom  erosion,  tides,  floods,  storms,  barge  crashes  and 
more.  The  report  doesn't  advocate  for  a particular  cleanup  option. 


The  U.S.  Environmental  Protection  Agency  sought  the  Corps'  input  after  questions  arose 
about  the  objectivity  of  the  companies'  own  analysis.  Jackie  Young,  who  grew  up  near  the 
pits,  was  frustrated  by  the  report's  ambivalence. 


"Leaving  the  waste  there  under  the  cap  does  not  meet  the  EPA'sown  guidelines,"  Young  said. 
"Their  mission  is  to  protect  human  health  and  the  environment.  We're  fighting  to  see  them  do 
that." 


EPA  officials  could  not  immediately  be  reached  for  comment. 

Already,  Texas  and  Harris  County  settled  a lawsuit  for  $29  million  with  McGinnes  Industrial 
Maintenance  Corp.  and  WasteManagementlnc.,  allegedly  responsible  for  havingpaper  mill 
wastes  dumped  on  the  riverbanks  in  the  1960s,  including  dioxins,  carcinogens  linked  with  a 
battery  of  potential  health  effects.  The  county  is  appealing  a verdict  won  by  the  third 
company.  International  Paper. 


2 of  4 

1783060 


8/11/2015  9:17  AM 

ED  000552B  00057248-00016 


Uncertain  future  for  Houston  toxic  river  dump  - Houston  Chronicle 


http://www.houstonchronicle  .com/news/houston-texas/houston/artcle/Unc . . 


More  than  170  people  in  Highlands  and  Channelview,  plus  fishermen  who  for  decades  have 
eaten  and  sold  their  catches  in  the  river  and  Galveston  Bay,  joined  in  the  suits. 

The  settlement  money  isn't  allowed  to  be  used  for  medical  expenses  or  cleanup  at  the  site, 
under  EP  A jurisdiction.  It's  up  to  the  EPA  to  decide  what,  if  anything,  the  companies  will 
have  to  do.  Estimates  to  fully  remove  the  contaminants  from  a portion  of  the  site  start  at 
about  $104  million. 

The  Army  Corps  analysis  "showed  that  the  cap  is  expected  to  be  stable  and  permanent, 
requiring  only  maintenance  or  repair  following  unusual  catastrophic  events,"  with  leakage 
comparable  to  or  smaller  than  losses  from  removing  the  waste  altogether,  according  to  a 
summary. 

The  report  also  suggested  that  removal  using  "best  construction  practices"  could  be  just  as 
effective  as  leaving  a cap  on  the  pits. 

"There's  no  excuse  for  assuming  they  would  not  use  the  best  practices  in  the  world,"  Young 
said. 

She  fought  for  a cancer  cluster  investigation  by  the  state  and  rallied  the  community  around 
the  site.  In  June,  the  state  identified  several  census  tracts  near  the  river  with  greater- 
than-expected  incidences  of  childhood  cancers  of  the  eyes,  skin  and  brain.  A state  panel  will 
study  whether  a deeper  investigation  - one  that  could  determine  a causal  relationship  - is 
feasible. 

To  Young,  as  long  as  the  cap  and  the  contaminates  underneath  remain,  the  community  will 
live  in  fear. 

She  worries  about  what  would  happen  if  a hurricane  hit  the  area,  or  if  a barge  struck  and 
damaged  the  cap. 

A spokesman  for  McGinnes  called  the  report  "comprehensive  and  fact-based,"  and  said  the 
company  would  follow  the  EPA's  direction.  A spokesman  for  International  Paper  also 
emphasized  that  company's  cooperation.  The  EPA  doesn't  consider  Waste  Management  a 
responsible  party  for  the  cleanup. 
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Leaving  the  waste  in  place  isn't  a good  idea,  said  Rock  Owens,  an  environmental  attorney  for 
Harris  County.  He  said  the  cleanup  also  has  to  be  handled  correctly. 

"It  remainsto  be  seen  what  the  best  way  to  do  this  is,"  Owens  said. 


Mark  Collette 

Investigative  Reporter 


Matt  Dempsey 

Data  Reporter 


hearst  newspapers 

©2013  Hearst  Newspapers,  LLC. 


4 of  4 

1783060 


8/11/2015  9:17  AM 

ED  000552B  00057248-00018 


8/1172015 


Judge  halts  new  regulations  on  Osage  County  oil  production  - Tulsa  World:  Courts 


Judge  halts  new  regulations  on  Osage  County  oil 
production 

By  CURTIS  KILLMAN  World  StaffWriter  | Posted:  Tuesday,  August  11, 2015  12:00  am 

A judge  issued  an  injunction  Monday  preventing  a series  of  new  federal  regulations  governing  oil 
production  in  Osage  County  from  taking  effect. 

U.S.  Chief  District  Judge  Gregory  Frizzell  granted  the  preliminary  injunction  following  a hearing 
Monday  in  Tulsa  federal  court. 

Groups  representing  the  Osage  Nation  and  oil  producers  operating  in  Osage  County  sued  the  federal 
government  in  early  July,  claiming  new  rules  about  to  take  effect  would  lead  to  decreased  production 
and  royalties  and  effectively  kill  the  oil  industry  in  the  largest  county  in  the  state. 

Among  other  concerns,  the  producers  claimed  the  new  regulations  would  increase  their  costs 
tremendously,  while  the  Osage  Nation  claimed  the  new  rules  infringed  upon  their  sovereignty. 

In  the  end,  Frizzell  found  that  the  federal  government  failed  to  provide  a factual  basis  for  its 
determination  that  the  new  regulations  would  not  adversely  impact  small  businesses. 

The  judge  also  determined  that  the  federal  government  overstepped  its  authority  in  determining  how 
much  royalties  should  be  paid  by  leaseholders. 

An  attorney  representing  the  oil  and  gas  producers  in  the  county  called  the  ruling  the  first  step  in  a 
longer  battle. 

‘It’s  a huge  relief,”  said  Osage  Producers’  Association  attorney  Jaime  Sicking  Jr.,  after  the  hearing. 
“It’s  going  to  allow  those  families  that  are  producing  in  Osage  to  continue  at  least  for  the  time  being. 
We  were  seriously  looking  at  a shutdown  at  5 o’clock.  Now  we  can  live  to  fight  another  day.” 

Unlike  the  other  counties  in  Oklahoma  where  oil  and  gas  production  is  regulated  by  the  state 
Corporation  Commission,  the  Osage  Nation  owns  the  mineral  rights  in  most  of  Osage  County.  The 
U.S.  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,  a unit  of  the  Department  of  Interior,  issues  drilling  permits  in  the 
county. 

The  new  regulations  at  issue  were  rewritten  as  part  of  a 201 1 settlement  between  the  Osage  Nation 
and  the  federal  government  regarding  alleged  mismanagement  of  the  tribe’s  oil  and  gas  mineral  estate. 

The  agreement,  whereby  the  federal  government  paid  tribal  shareholders  $380  million  to  settle  the 
case,  called  for  the  Osage  Minerals  Council,  an  independent  agency  within  the  Osage  Nation,  to 
negotiate  new  regulations  with  the  Department  of  Interior. 
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The  Council  and  federal  officials  met  between  August  2012  and  April  2013  to  develop  the  new  rules, 
with  proposed  newrules  being  published  in  August  2013. 

The  final  regulations  were  published  in  May,  with  an  effective  date  of  July  10. 

However,  before  the  regulations  could  take  effect,  the  Osage  Minerals  Council  and  the  Osage 
Producers  Council  sued  the  Interior  Department  and  BIA,  in  early  July  seeking  to  block  the  newrules. 

About  150  people  jammed  into  the  courtroom  Monday  to  hear  the  proceedings  with  many  moaning  at 
comments  from  attorneys  for  the  federal  government.  The  groans  at  one  point  prompted  Frizzell  to 
ask  a government  attorney  if  he  wanted  to  repeat  what  he  just  said  to  the  audience  behind  him. 

Frizzell  elicited  another  series  of  groans  from  the  gallery  when  he  announced  that  the  morning  price 
of  oil  was  about  $43.50  per  barrel. 

There  are  approximately  14,500  producing  wells  in  Osage  County  on  about  4,500  separately  owned 
oil  and  gas  leases,  according  to  the  Osage  Producers  Council. 

The  operators  contend  the  new  regulations,  which  range  from  increasing  bonding  and  maintenance 
requirements  to  increased  royalty  percentages,  will  cause  many  to  simply  pack  up  and  move  to  other 
areas  of  the  state  or  other  states. 

Meanwhile,  the  Interior  Department  counters  that  the  rule  has  yet  to  take  effect  and  a barrel  of  crude 
oil  is  half  of  what  it  was  a year  ago. 

‘Their  alleged  harm  is  purely  speculative,”  federal  officials  claim  in  court  filings. 

hi  court  filings,  the  BIA  also  noted  it  had  already  spent  $3  million  getting  ready  for  the  new 
regulations,  including  spending  $2  million  to  hire  new  staff. 

Furthermore,  the  BIA  counters  that  the  Osage  Minerals  Council  has  not  explained  how  it  will  be 
harmed  by  the  new  regulations. 

“Instead,  Counsel  has  asked  this  Court  to  simply  assume  that  it  will  be  harmed  and  that  the  harm, 
whatever  it  might  be,  will  be  irreparable,”  the  BIA  states  in  its  court  filing. 

Ty  Bair,  attorney  for  the  U.S.  Department  of  Justice,  told  the  judge  that  the  only  harm  that  could  be 
claimed  was  monetary  in  nature  and  the  U.S.  Court  of  Federal  Claims  was  the  proper  venue  for  such 
claims. 

“The  increased  bonding  requirements  are  intended  to  cover  the  cost  of  plugging  wells  because  the 
prior  bonding  amount  did  not  correspond  to  actual  plugging  and  remediation  requirements,”  according 
to  the  BIA. 

Paul  Revard  testified  that  the  new  regulations  imposed  by  the  federal  government  would  have  a 
devastating  impact  on  the  36  wells  he  operates  in  Osage  County. 

^■/AM^iuisav®rld.cartnevfi/courfsfl«jge-halts-newregulati£re-orvosage-ca«%-dl-produdiaT/article_a70b0c5&-a16d-5f46-b32d-c4b5c0a4l:2fe,lTtfrt?rTOde...  213 


1783060 


ED  000552B  00057248-00020 


8/1172015 


Judge  halts  new  regulations  on  Osage  County  oil  production  - Tulsa  World:  Courts 


‘My  average  well  is  probably  a barrel  a day,”  Revard  said,  referring  to  its  production. 

“More  than  likely  it  will  put  me  out  of  business  shortly,”  Revard  replied,  when  asked  of  the  impact  of 
the  new  regulations. 

An  economist  hired  by  the  Osage  Minerals  Council  said  many  of  the  wells  ‘teeter  on  the  edge  of 
economic  viability.” 

Sicking  said  he  hopes  the  regulations  are  eventually  scrapped. 

“We  need  to  start  the  entire  process  all  over  again  and  have  some  meaningful  dialogue  with  all  of  the 
stakeholders  in  Osage  County  and  we  need  to  draft  rules  that  are  tailor-made  for  Osage  County  instead 
of  trying  this  one  size  fits  all”  rule.  Sicking  said. 

For  now,  the  existing  regulations  will  continue  at  least  through  spring,  with  court  filing  deadlines  in 
the  cases  scheduled  through  April  14. 
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St.  Bernard  water  official  tells  water  committee  'perfect  storm1 
caused  temporary  chlorine  drop 

Benjamin  Alexander-Bloch,  NOLA.com  | The  Times-Picayune  By  Benjamin  Alexander-Bloch,  NOLA.com 

| The  Times-Picayune 

Email  the  author  | Follow  on  Twitter 

on  August  10,  2015  at  7:40  PM 

During  a St.  Bernard  Parish  Council  water  committee  meeting  Monday  (Aug.  10),  the  parish's 
superintendent  of  water  quality  control  told  councilmen  that  parish  public  works  personnel  were  uncertain 
how  the  brain-eating  amoeba  survived  in  the  parish's  water  supply  this  summer  because  high  chlorine 
levels,  which  are  supposed  to  prevent  the  amoeba,  largely  had  been  maintained. 

And  Jacob  Groby  said  the  only  reason  that  chlorine  levels  were  well  below  state-mandated  levels  when 
the  water  was  tested  last  month  at  three  Arabi  site  was  due  to  "a  perfect  storm." 

Groby  said  that  chlorine  drop  occurred  between  July  23  and  July  25.  State  Department  of  Health  and 
Hospitals  have  said  they  found  the  low  chlorine  levels  on  July  24. 

But  Groby  said  Monday  that  a state-recommended  switch  from  chloramine  to  pure  chlorine  had  caused 
a temporarily  low  chlorine  level  during  that  one  day  of  state  testing. 

And  he  said  that  the  chlorine  further  dropped  because  of  a move  from  extreme  flushing  of  the  water  -- 
opening  fire  hydrants  to  increase  the  pressure  of  the  water's  flow  --  to  a sudden  end  of  that  flushing. 

He  said  the  increased  pressure  from  the  flush  caused  "scale  deposits,"  basically  shedding  of  material  that 
had  built  up  inside  Arabi's  aged  cast-iron  potable  water  pipes.  And  he  said  that  when  the  parish  stopped 
the  flush  --  as  requested  by  DHH  officials  so  that  they  could  sample  the  water  --  that  those  deposits 
suspended  in  the  water  "like  after  you  shake  a snow  globe." 

"And  what  little  bit  of  chlorine  left  in  the  water  was  almost  instantly  dissipated"  because  of  those  deposits, 
Groby  said. 

DHH  initially  announced  on  July  22  that  it  had  found  the  amoeba  at  the  948  Angela  St.  sampling  station 
during  testing  on  June  24. 

Then  on  DHH's  recommendation,  the  parish  on  July  23  started  a 60-day  "chlorine  burn,"  pushing  into  the 
water  system  additional  chlorine  to  kill  the  dangerous  Naegleria  fowleri  amoeba.  That  burn  consisted 
of  increased  flushing  and  switching  from  a chloramine  to  a pure  chlorine  disinfectant. 
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The  parish  disputed  the  state's  first  amoeba  finding,  saying  it  was  an  anomaly  caused  because  that  Angela 
station  had  been  damaged.  So  on  July  24,  the  state  retested  the  now-repaired  Angela  station  again,  along 
with  two  other  nearby  sampling  stations. 

During  that  July  24  retesting,  DHH  officials  found  the  amoeba  at  all  three  of  those  sites,  and  it  also  found 
chlorine  levels  of  only  between  0.01  and  0.08  milligrams  per  liter  of  water  at  those  three  sites  in  Arabi  - 
well  below  the  0.5  milligrams  per  liter  of  water  required  by  the  state  that  federal  and  state  officials  say 
prevents  the  amoeba. 

But  Groby  said  that  dip  only  lasted  for  a few  days  in  July  because  of  the  anomaly  of  that  perfect  storm,  and 
that  now  the  levels  were  well  above  1.0  milligrams  per  liter  of  water.  Before  the  chlorine  burn  is  stopped, 
the  whole  parish  water  system  must  reach  1 milligram  of  chlorine  per  liter  of  water  and  maintain  that 
heightened  level  for  60  days,  according  to  DHH 

In  addition  to  requesting  Groby's  explanation  and  update.  Councilman  Ray  La ug a,  chair  of  the  parish's 
Water  and  Sewer  Committee,  asked  Monday  for  updates  on  the  upcoming  water  and  sewer  infrastructure 
projects. 

Robert  Delaune,  an  environmental  engineer  with  Digital  Engineering  who  is  overseeing  the  water  projects, 
said  the  first  water  project  will  begin  on  Aug.  24  and  will  only  include  replacing  portions  of  lines  on  Mehle 
Street,  Friscoville  Street  and  Rowley  Boulevard,  all  in  Arabi.  He  said  Angela  upgrades  might  begin  by  January 
and  that  other  projects  would  soon  follow. 

Meanwhile,  Adam  Faschan,  an  engineer  with  BCG  Engineering  & Consulting  overseeing  the  sewer  projects, 
said  the  first  sewer  project  likely  would  not  begin  until  January. 

© 2015  NOLA.com.  All  rights  reserved. 
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Beekeeper  says  he’s  glad  Oklahoma  agency  will  get  busy  to 
save  bees 

Oklahoma's  agriculture  department  plan  includes  several  steps  to  take  sting  out  of  colony  collapse. 


By  Jash  Wallace  StaffWritcrjwallacc@oklahoman.com  ■ Published:  August  9,  2015 


Randy  Brady,  beekeeper  and  owner  of  Cripple  Creek  Farms  near  Guthrie,  said  the  decline  of 
honeybee  colonies  is  an  issue  never  far  from  his  mind. 

According  to  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  managed  bee  colonies  have  been  on  the 
decline  for  decades,  decreasing  from  5 million  in  the  1 940s  to  2.5  million  today. 

In  addition  to  producing  honey,  bees  pollinate  nearly  $1  o billion  worth  of  crops  every  year 
and  are  responsible  for  the  pollination  of  15  to  30  percent  of  food  consumed  in  the  U.S., 
according  to  the  US  DA. 

Working  to  find  solutions  to  the  problem,  the  Oklahoma  Department  of  Agriculture,  Food 
and  Forestry  will  host  a public  hearing  on  its  draft  pollinator  protection  plan  from  1 to  3 
p.m.  Tuesday  in  the  auditorium  of  Langston  University’s  Oklahoma  City  campus,  4205  N 
Lincoln  Blvd. 

“This  is  an  incredibly  complicated  thing,”  Brady  said.  “I'm  impressed  that  they’re  actually 
working  on  putting  something  in  place.” 

Some  of  the  proposals  outlined  in  the  plan  are  geared  toward  educating  the  public, 
including  adding  pollinator  protection  information  to  Oklahoma  Ag  in  the  Classroom,  a 
program  designed  to  introduce  agriculture  to  children. 

Other  proposals  include  developing  and  distributing  a list  of  alternative  pesticides  less  toxic 
to  bees,  creating  a website  with  information  on  protecting  pollinators  and  planning  activities  for  Oklahoma  Pollinator  Week. 

Though  much  of  the  state’s  draft  plan  is  geared  toward  reducing  the  impact  agricultural  pesticides  have  on  bee  populations,  the 
underlying  theme  revolves  around  fostering  communication  between  farmers  and  beekeepers. 

Growing  up  farming  and  raising  livestock  before  taking  up  beekeeping  full  time,  Brady  has  insight  into  both  worlds. 

“I  grew  up  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  state,  with  cattle  and  wheat  mostly,  so  I have  a little  different  perspective.  I kind  of  know 
what  goes  on  both  ends,”  he  said. 

Although  agricultural  pesticides  are  a factor  in  the  declining  populations,  Brady  said  they’re  just  one  of  several  issues  that  can  lead  to 
colony  collapse. 

“Everybody  wants  to  blame  it  on  pesticides,  that’s  the  easy  target,”  he  said. 

“The  reality  is  pesticides  are  a necessary  evil,  you  can’t  farm  without  (them),  in  a significant  operation,  I mean  you  have  to  use  them. 

It’s,  I think,  educating  the  public,  and  the  farmers,  and  the  applicators,  and  the  beekeepers  how  we  can  try  to  coordinate  those  tilings, 
there  are  things  we  can  do,  and  believe  it  or  not,  one  of  the  biggest  pesticide  problems  comes  from  the  beekeeper.” 

Brady  said  honeybees  are  targeted  by  a parasite  known  as  the  varroa  mite  that  can  kill  off  a colony  if  left  untreated.  He  said  some 
beekeepers  trying  to  get  rid  of  the  mites  rely  upon  pesticides,  but  chemical  residue  seeps  into  the  hive,  which  can  affect  multiple 
generations. 

Brady  cited  other  causes  of  the  decline  in  bee  populations. 

“You  have  the  heat  and  the  drought  we  had,  and  lack  of  forage,  that  has  a significant  effect.  You  just  keep  putting  this  on  top  of  this  and 
eventually  you  get  to  what  they  call  colony  collapse,  boom.  It’s  just  too  much,  it’s  that  last  straw  that  was  just,  they’re  done.” 

Brady  said  he  is  excited  about  a proposal  in  the  draft  plan  to  encourage  community  involvement.  He  said  bees  have  few  places  to  forage 
in  urban  environments,  but  that  could  be  reversed  by  simple  changes. 

“The  bulk  of  this  document  is  focused  on  the  big  players,  the  big  beekeepers,  the  big  farmers,  the  big  pesticide  people,”  he  said. 

“But  I think  we  overlook  the  impact  that  everybody  can  have,  and  that  is  people  planting  some  things  in  their  yards,  cities  having  their 
green  belts,  think  about  what  they’re  planting  in  their  green  belts,  something  that  would  be  pollinator  friendly.” 


The  queen  bee,  top,  is  larger  compared  to  other  bees, 
seen  as  Brian  Royal  demonstrates  beekeeping  techniques 
to  the  Noble  Bee  Keepers  Club  in  2013. 


[Photo  by  Steve  Sisney, 
The  Oklahoman  Archives] 
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Ultimately,  Brady  said,  communication  between  farmers,  pesticide  applicators,  and  beekeepers  is  vital  to  begin  making  a difference.  He 
said  laying  blame  on  one  group  or  another  is  counterproductive  and  working  to  correct  the  situation  is  a burden  they  all  share. 

“I  think  we  all  need  to  be  aware  of  the  other  one’s  problem,  the  other  one’s  issues,  because  if  we  get  out  here  as  beekeepers  and  start 
blaming  the  farmers,  or  the  pesticide  applicators,  or  the  farmers  start,  you  know,  we  all  start  pointing  the  finger  at  each  other,  nothing, 
you  know,  that  gets  us  nowhere,”  he  said. 


NeivsOK.com  has  disabled  the  comments  for  this  article . 
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Louisiana  Offshore  Oil  Port  storage 
center,  one  of  the  nation's  largest, 
getting  even  bigger 

Clovelly  Hub  will  hold  10.1  million  barrels  in 
above-ground  storage 

BY  RICHARD  THOMPSON 

rthompson@  theadvocate  .com 

The  Louisiana  Offshore  Oil  Port  is  adding  three  new  above- 
ground oil  tanks  and  l.i  million  barrels  of  storage  capacity  to 
its  Clovelly  Hub,  one  of  the  nation’s  largest  oil  trading  and 
distribution  centers. 

The  new  tanks  will  increase  Clovelly’s  above-ground  storage 
to  10.1  million  barrels.  LOOP  also  has  60  million  barrels  of 
underground  storage. 

“We  are  expanding  to  meet  the  changing  needs  of  our 
industry,”  said  Tom  Shaw,  president  of  LOOP  LLC,  which 
owns  and  operates  the  Clovelly  Hub.  “Expanding  North 
American  production  has  made  the  Clovelly  Hub  an  even 
more  attractive  destination  for  crude  producers  and  shippers  demanding  high- 
volume  storage  and  ready  access  to  refiners.” 

The  project  is  estimated  to  cost  more  than  $25  million  and  is  set  to  be  finished  by 
late  next  summer,  said  Terry  Coleman,  LOOP’S  vice  president  of  business 
development. 

The  hub  receives  domestic  and  international  crude  via  ships  and  pipelines, 
temporarily  storing  the  oil  before  sending  it  on  to  U.S.  refineries.  The  Clovelly  Hub 
receives  oil  from  wells  in  Texas,  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  and  the  U.S.  mid-continent. 

“Last  year  was  the  first  time  in  34  years  that  we  received,  stored  and  distributed 
more  domestic  crude  oil  than  foreign,”  Shaw  said. 

LOOP,  which  has  a staff  of  about  205  full-time  employees,  opened  in  1981  to 
accommodate  large  crude  oil  carriers  from  across  the  globe.  But  that’s  changed 

13143332ftt&pi revteuFy  1 tl 


Photo  coiirtesyof  Louisiana  Offshore  Oil 
Port  --  A network  of  pipes  and  structures 
are  ail  that's  visible  of  the  Louisiana 
Offshore  Oil  Port  LLC's  underground 
storagefacilityat  Clovelly.  Storage 
includes  eight  salt  caverns.  LOOP  is 
adding  three  above-ground  oil  tante  and 
1 .1  million  barrels  of  storage  capacity. 
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over  time:  imports  at  LOOP  have  fallen  to  almost  half  the  l million  barrels  a day 
that  the  facility  managed  in  2008. 

Meanwhile,  U.S.  daily  oil  production  continues  to  rise,  having  hit  9.5  million  barrels 
a day  in  May,  up  from  8.6  million  barrels  a day  a year  ago,  according  to  the  federal 
Energy  Information  A dm  inistration . Brent  crude,  a benchmark  for  international 
oils  used  by  many  U.S.  refineries,  rose  $1.80  to  close  Monday  at  $50.41  in  London, 
but  down  to  more  than  half  the  price  a year  ago. 

Having  the  additional  storage  space  at  LOOP  — already  the  largest  privately  owned 
repository  for  crude  oil  destined  for  refineries  in  the  U.S.  — is  good  for  the  state,  said 
Don  Briggs,  president  of  the  Louisiana  Oil  & Gas  Association. 

“It  gives  us  more  capacity,  more  reserve,  and  more  capabilities  to  bring  in 
additional  crude,”  Briggs  said.  “What  drives  a lot  of  this  new  storage  — not  just 
here,  but  in  other  parts  of  the  world  — is  the  fact  that  oil  prices  are  so  low.  When 
you  have  cheaper  oil  prices,  it’s  a good  time  to  be  able  to  buy,  but  it  doesn’t  do  you 
any  good  to  buy  if  you  don’t  have  a place  to  put  it.” 

Eric  Smith,  an  associate  director  of  the  Tulane  Energy  Institute,  said  LOOP’S 
decision  to  expand  its  above-ground  storage  makes  sense  given  that  the  U.S.  has 
imported  less  foreign  crude  oil  in  recent  years. 

“This  has  opened  up  space,  if  you  will,  in  their  physical  facilities  both  offshore  and 
onshore,  and  they’re  trying  to  figure  out  ways  to  monetize  that  capacity,”  Smith 
said.  “One  way  is  to  rent  it  out  to  other  people.” 

With  that  new  capacity  will  come  new  opportunity  for  some  traders,  he  said. 

“People  are  saying,  T can  buy  this  crude  really  cheap  right  now  in  this  low  price 
scenario;  it’s  not  sustainable,  it  can’t  go  on  forever,’  ” Smith  said.  “ ‘If  I buy  it,  put  it 
in  storage,  pay  the  storage  fee  to  LOOP  and  sell  it  two  years  from  now,  I’ll  make  a 
lot  of  money.’  That’s  the  basic  economic  rationale  for  doing  it.” 

Follow  Richard  Thompson  on  Twitter,  @ rthom psonM SY . 
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Attorney  says  negotiations  with 
DEQ  over  landfill  violations 
ongoing,  but  parish  council 
member  still  demands  answers 
from  administration 

By  VIC  COUVILLION 

Special  to  The  Advocate 

AMITE  — An  attorney  retained  by  the  Tangipahoa  Parish  Council  to  seek 
resolution  of  charges  by  state  environmental  officials  of  misuse  and  storage  of 
shredded  tires  at  the  parish-operated  landfill  told  the  council  Monday  he  anticipates 
the  matter  can  be  settled  within  the  next  several  months. 

Beau  James  Brock,  a Baton  Rouge  lawyer,  presented  the  council  with  a lengthy 
report  on  progress  being  made  in  the  effort  to  end  the  parish’s  dispute  with  DEQ 
without  the  parish  having  to  pav  potentially  heavy  fines.  Brock  said  he  and  his 
team  have  assembled  many  pages  of  documents  on  the  use  of  the  shredded  tires 
and  have  shared  this  information  with  the  state  Department  of  Environmental 
Quality. 

In  June,  DEQ  notified  the  parish  that  the  landfill,  which  is  located  near 
Independence,  was  in  violation  of  state-issued  permits  regarding  the  use  of  the 
shredded  material  and  storage  of  the  tires  at  the  landfill. 

DEQ  questioned  the  use  of  the  shredded  material  at  a firing  range  which  has  been 
under  construction  for  many  years  and  remains  unfinished.  The  notification  from 
DEQ  includes  the  threat  of  fines. 

Brock’s  Aug.  7 response  to  DEQ  states  the  parish  seeks  “to  maintain  complete 
transparency  and  cooperation  with  DEQ  and  is  providing  all  the  information 
possible.”  He  also  notes  the  parish  has  taken  steps  to  comply  with  the  regulations 
concerning  the  construction  of  the  firing  range. 

His  reply  concedes  the  parish  failed  to  obtain  written  pre-authorization  from  DEQ 
on  the  stabilization  of  the  base  on  one  slope  of  the  firing  range.  Brock’s  findings 
show  DEQ’s  original  written  approval  for  the  firing  range  project  was  made  June 
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19,  2008.  The  document  notes  that  additional  meetings  and  approvals  were  also 
entered  into  after  this  date,  extending  and  expanding  upon  the  project’s  approval  at 
the  site.  The  last  written  approval  for  the  scope  of  the  firing  range  project  came 
from  DEQ  on  Oct.  31,  2013. 

Brock  told  the  council  that  negotiations  with  DEQ  have  been  amicable.  He  said  in 
an  interview  that  DEQ  “does  not  want  to  punish  taxpayers. ...  They  would  rather 
reach  an  agreeable  settlement  for  all  concerned.” 

The  shredded  tire  issue  at  the  landfill  prompted  a request  from  Councilman  Carlo 
Bruno  that  Parish  President  Gordon  Burgess  and  Director  of  Finances  Jeff 
McKneely  answer  11  questions  submitted  by  the  parish  council  July  23.  Bruno  said 
the  council  received  a reply  to  the  questions,  but  the  reply  had  been  prepared  by 
Brock. 

“I  find  this  unacceptable,”  Bruno  said.  “I  voted  against  hiring  an  attorney  because  I 
knew  that  we  would  get  answers  from  a lawyer  and  not  from  the  administration. 
What  we  got  was  a lot  of  legal  jargon.” 

The  first  four  questions  concern  the  firing  range,  with  the  council  asking  why 
construction  of  the  range  began  without  council  permission.  They  also  asked  for 
documentation  concerning  DEQ  approval  for  the  range  and  how  the  tire  material 
was  to  be  used.  The  list  of  questions  also  covers  when  the  parish  administration 
knew  about  the  possible  misuse  of  the  shredded  tires  and  why  the  council  was  not 
informed  about  this  impending  problem. 

The  other  questions  concern  communications  between  the  parish  and  DEQ.  The 
final  question  asks  McKneely  to  report  on  how  much  money  the  parish  has  spent 
on  fuel,  equipment,  dirt  and  manpower  since  2006  on  the  firing  range  project. 
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Block  water  rule,  states  urge  judge 

For  13  suing  ERA,  including  Arkansas,  N.D.  seeks  injunction 


By  JAMES  MacPHERSON,  The  Associated  Press 
This  article  was  published  today  at  4:26  a.m. 


Comments 


BISMARCK,  N.D.  - Thirteen  states  led  by  North  Dakota  asked  a federal  judge  Monday  to  delay  a 
new  rule  that  gives  federal  authorities  jurisdiction  over  some  state  waters. 


North  Dakota  Attorney  General  Wayne  Stenehjem  filed  a motion  late  Monday  in  Bismarck  seeking  a 
preliminary  injunction  to  prevent  the  rule  from  taking  effect  Aug.  28. 
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Stenehjem  said  he  was  hopeful  a judge  will  grant  a hearing  on  the  injunction  within  the  next  few 
days. 
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North  Dakota  is  leading  a lawsuit  filed  June  29  that  challenges  a rule  from  President  Barack  Obama’s 
administration  that  gives  federal  agencies  authority  to  protect  some  streams,  tributaries  and 
wetlands  under  the  Clean  Water  Act.  Stenehjem  said  the  "Waters  of  the  U.S."  rule  by  the 
Environmental  Protection  Agency  and  the  Army  Corps  of  Engineers  is  "unnecessary"  and  "unlawful" 


'The  rule  is  perhaps  the  most  controversial  and  widely  objectionable  rule  that  would  usurp  state 
and  local  contra  lover  vast  reaches  of  water  in  North  Dakota  and  across  the  nation,"  he  said  in  a 
statement. 
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The  rule  is  a response  to  calls  from  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  and  Congress  for  the  ERA  to  clarify 
which  smaller  waterways  are  protected.  The  ERA  said  the  rate  aims  to  help  landowners  understand 
which  waters  fall  under  the  Clean  Water  Act. 


Some  landowners  are  worried  that  even  a ditch  or  puddle  could  fall  under  federal  regulations 


States  joining  the  lawsuit  with  North  Dakota  are  Alaska,  Arizona,  Arkansas,  Colorado,  Idaho 
Missouri,  Montana,  Nebraska,  New  Mexico,  Nevada,  South  Dakota  and  Wyoming. 


MOST 


Stenehjem  and  attorneys  general  and  officials  from  30  states  sent  a letter  last  month  to  the  ERA 
and  the  Corps  asking  that  the  new  rule  be  postponed  at  feast  nine  months. 
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"A  federal  regulation  of  this  scope  and  significance  demands  a thorough  judicial  review  before 
imposing  costly  and  disruptive  burdens  on  the  states  and  their  citizens,"  the  fetter  said. 


Two  dead  in  North  Little  Rock  shooting 


The  agencies  have  not  responded  to  the  fetter 


Crisis  flag  up  for  Ferguson  after  shooting 


Robert  Daguiliard,  an  EPA  spokesman,  said  Monday  that  the  agency  is  still  "carefully  reviewing"  the 
letter. 
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In  addition  to  the  lawsuit  fed  by  North  Dakota,  dozens  of  others  have  been  fifed  by  businesses 
agricultural  groups  and  others  in  at  feast  eight  U.S,  district  courts. 


In-home  care  in  '16  to  go  private 


The  EPA  and  the  Corps  have  asked  that  the  lawsuits  be  consolidated  in  a single  district  court, 


Stenehjem  said  his  injunction  request  asks  that  the  lawsuits  not  be  consolidated 


'We  think  we  have  specific  arguments,"  he  said 
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EPA  moves  to  fix  air  pollution  rule  after  Supreme 
Court  loss 


By  Timothy  Cam  a -08/10115  05:09  PM  EOT 

The  Environmental  Protection  Agency  (EPA)  is  planning  to  fix  by  this  spring  the  problem  that  caused  the  Supreme  Court  to  rule  against  its 
major  air  pollution  regulation  in  July. 

The  EPA  told  a lower  court  on  Monday  that  it  is  formulating  a plan  to  conduct  cost-benefit  analysis  as  part  of  a revision  of  its  finding  that  the 
mercury  rule  is  “appropriate  and  necessary.” 

“EPA  intends  to  submit  a declaration  establishing  the  agency's  plan  to  complete  the  required  consideration  of  costs  for  the  ‘appropriate  and 
necessary’  finding  by  spring  of  next  year,”  the  agency  wrote  in  a filing  with  the  Court  of  Appeals  for  the  District  of  Columbia  Circuit. 

The  high  court  told  the  agency  in  Michigan  v.  EPA  that  it  should  have  considered  the  costs  of  regulating  emissions  of  mercury,  arsenic  and 
acid  gases  from  coal-fired  power  plants  before  deciding  to  write  the  regulation. 

The  circuit  court  is  responsible  for  deciding  how  the  case  moves  forward  after  the  Supreme  Court  sent  the  case  back  to  it.  So  far,  it  has  not 
asked  the  EPA  to  submit  anything  about  how  the  case  will  proceed. 

The  regulation  remains  in  effect  while  the  circuit  court  decides  whether  to  block  its  enforcement  and  how  the  EPA  can  fix  the  cost  analysis 
problem. 

While  the  EPA  conducted  a cost-benefit  analysis  as  part  of  the  regulating  process  and  found  about  a 10-1  ratio  of  health  benefits  to 
compliance  costs,  the  Supreme  Court  found  that  the  unique  “appropriate  and  necessary”  language  in  the  Clean  Air  Act  required  the  agency  to 
go  through  such  an  analysis  before  even  deciding  to  regulate. 

The  EPA’s  statements  about  the  harms  of  air  pollution,  both  publicly  and  in  the  court  filing,  strongly  hint  that  it  will  conclude  that  its  regulation  is 
justified. 

EPA  head  Gina  McCarthy  said  a week  after  the  ruling  that  she  is  confident  that  the  mercury  regulation  will  stand  up  and  its  benefits  will  be 
realized. 

“The  majority  of  power  plants  have  already  decided  and  invested  in  a path  to  achieving  compliance  with  those  mercury  and  air  toxic 
standards,”  she  said.  “So  we  are  well  on  our  way  to  delivering  the  toxic  pollution  reductions  that  people  expected.” 

The  Monday  filing  came  in  response  to  a motion  from  a Colorado  utility,  which  faces  an  April  deadline  to  either  upgrade  a specific  coal-fired 
power  plant  or  shut  it  down  to  comply  with  the  rule. 

The  utility  asked  the  court  to  extend  its  deadline  due  to  the  Supreme  Court  ruling,  a motion  that  both  the  EPA  and  a group  of  competing  utilities 
opposed,  arguing  that  the  lower  court  should  be  allowed  to  go  through  its  normal  considerations  regarding  the  future  of  the  rule. 


TAGS:  Environmental  Protection  Agency,  Air  pollution,  Supreme  court 


http;//theh^  y-em*  ronment/250779-epa-  moves-to-fix-atr- pd  I utiorvr  tie-  after-  supreme-  court- 1 oss 


1/2 


1783060 


ED  000552B  00057248-00031 


Every  3 minuiesifiot  |||| 
switches  to  solar  IP 


Three  Arkansas  solar  projects  in  the  works 


explains,  three  solar  projects  arein  the  workers  inArkansas.THV11.com  8/10/15  KTHV 
10:3  7 p.m,  CDT  August  10,  2015 


LITTLE  ROCK,  Ark.  (KTHV)  - As  the  EPA  seeks  tougher  emissions  reduction  standards  across  the  country, 
utilities  in  the  Natural  State  are  turning  to  solar  energy-generation  projects. 

As  Arkansas  Business  (http://wAv.arkansasbusiness.com/)  reports,  three  projects  are  in  the  workers  in 
Arkansas. 

There  have  been  early  signs  this  year  that  a solar  revolution  of  sorts  is  taking  hold  in  Arkansas  with  utilities 
eyeing  three  key  solar  power  projects. 

In  Springdale,  the  Ozarks  Electric  Cooperative  plans  a 1 -megawatt  solar-generation  facility.  Ozarks  hopes  to 
begin  construction  in  September  and  have  it  online  by  spring. 

In  east  Camden,  Arkansas  Electric  Cooperative  Corp.  plans  a 12-megawatt  solar  generation  facility.  It's  set  to  come  online  by  late  this  year. 

And  near  Stuttgart,  Entergy  Arkansas  plans  an  81 -megawatt  facility  that  would  be  the  state's  largest. 

The  Arkansas  Public  Service  Commission,  which  must  approve  the  project,  has  scheduled  a hearing  for  the  project's  approval  in  September. 

Entergy  wants  the  plant  online  by  mid-2019.  It  would  provide  a cleaner  source  of  power  than  other  coal-fired  power  plants  in  the  company's  portfolio. 

Entergy  Arkansas  executive  Kurt  Castleberry  called  the  Stuttgart  project  economically  attractive,  and  says  it  will  be  an  emissions-free  resource  that 
offers  benefits  for  customers. 

According  to  the  Solar  Energy  Industries  Association,  2 megawatts  of  solar  energy  were  installed  in  Arkansas  in  2014,  a tenfold  increase  over  the 
previous  year.  That  brought  the  total  installed  capacity  in  Arkansas  to  4 megawatts  — enough  to  power  400  homes,  ranking  the  state  40th  in  total 
capacity. 

Read  or  Share  this  story:  http://on.kthv.eom/1  NmlrkK 
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UAto  hold  L'Anguille  River  Watershed  forum 
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UA  to  hold  L’Anguille  River  Watershed  forum 


By  The  Associated  Press 

This  article  was  published  today  at  7:11  a.m, 


Comments  (2) 


LITTLE  ROCK  — Arkansans  who  live,  work  or  visit  the  L'Anguille  River  Watershed  will  have  a chance 
to  voice  their  concerns  about  water  quality  and  water  pollution  there. 


The  University  of  Arkansas  System  Division  of  Agriculture  is  hosting  a forum  Aug.  20  on  the 
watershed,  which  covers  parts  of  Craighead,  Cross,  Lee,  Poinsett,  St.  Francis  and  Woodruff 
counties. 


The  L'Anguille  River  and  other  streams  in  the  watershed,  which  is  primarily  used  for  agriculture 
have  high  turbidity  levels  and  sediment  from  runoff  water. 


The  Arkansas  Natural  Resource  Center's  priority  watershed  program  aims  to  reduce  pollutants  and 
restore  allot  a waterway's  designated  uses. 
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